As well as developing a political theology, I have resolved to think more intensively than I have done up to now about the meaning of the cross of Christ for theology, for the church and for society. In a civilization that glorifies success and happiness and is blind to the sufferings of others, people's eyes can be opened to the truth if they remember that at the centre of the Christian faith stands an unsuccessful, tormented Christ, dying in forsakenness. The recollection that God raised this crucified Christ and made him the hope of the world must lead the churches to break their alliances with the powerful and to enter into the solidarity of the humiliated. 1
The same thing now happened to me that had happened when I was writing Theology of Hope. The whole of theology was drawn as if by a magnifying glass into a single focus: the cross. I began to see things with the eyes of the Christ dying on the cross. I often used to sit for long periods of time meditating before the crucifix in the Martinskirche in Tübingen. For me the crucified Christ became more and more 'the foundation and criticism of Christian theology'. In the morning, when they picked up the book, they found that it was your The Crucified God'. This sign and symbol 2. Theology of the Pain of God, English translation, 1965. 3. Letters and Papers from Prison, English translation, 1977, 361. 4 
